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PLAN COMMISSION MEETING
NOVEMBER 12, 2025 –6:00 p.m.

	CALL TO ORDER
	A meeting of the Plan Commission of the City of Glendale was held on Wednesday, November 12, 2025. Chairman Jeffrey Fernhoff presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.


	ROLL CALL
	Members Present                        Members Absent

John Emert
Chairman Fernhoff
Reed Voorhees
Brad Weitekamp
Mike Moran
John Falk
Laura Switzer

Also present were Frank Johnson, City Administrator; and Gabby Macaluso, Community Engagement Officer


	APPROVAL OF MINUTES

	Moved by Ms. Switzer, seconded by Mr. Falk and unanimously carried, to approve the minutes from the September 10, 2025 meeting as submitted. 


	FENCE VARIANCE REQUEST – Mimi Schaefer, 935 Chelsea Ave. 

	Chairman Fernhoff introduced the fence variance request from Mimi Schaefer located at 935 Chelsea Ave. Mimi Schaefer and her contractor attended the meeting. 

Mr. Johnson explained that Ms. Schaefer is seeking a height exception to construct an 8’ wood privacy fence in a portion of their rear yard and are seeking relief from 400.805(C)(1)(b) of the City’s zoning code. The proposed section of fence is approximately 18.5’ in length and would screen the property owner’s patio.

Ms. Schaefer and her contractor explained that her project consisted of sections of fence or panels with decorative planters at the base to provide plants and greenery, not a continuous fence. 

The ARB members discussed the proposed plan and determined that the structure was more like a screening wall than a fence. 

Mr. Falk asked why Ms. Schaefer needed an 8-foot fence and she explained that the house located at 923 Chelsea Ave is very tall and the property looks down into her patio. She is seeking additional privacy. 

Mr. Weitekamp asked if a six-foot fence would provide the privacy they needed, but Ms. Schaefer said they’ve experimented with different heights and only the 8-foot fence provided the necessary level of privacy. 

Mr. Moran noted his discomfort with the wall being in the middle of the yard. Mr. Weitekamp suggested bringing the wall closer to the patio. Mr. Moran suggested adjoining the wall to the house since it would have less of an impact on the neighbor and be a continuation of the home’s exterior wall rather than a wall in the middle of the side yard. 

There was no public comment made regarding this project. 

Mr. Moran made a motion to approve the applicant’s fence variance request for a fence exceeding 6-feet in height and not to exceed 8-feet in height with the following conditions.
· The fence is moved to be directly adjacent to the patio edge and adjoining the rear corner of the house or the end of the stone wall).
· The height of the fence is coordinated to be a maintainable distance from the roof eave (i.e. 8-inches away from the roof eave). 
· Identify the stain selection since that determines how the wood will appear. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Emert. The motion passed with a vote of 6 “Aye”, 1 “Nay,” and 0 Absent. The votes was as follows: 

Chairman Fernhoff                   “Aye”
Reed Vorhees                             “Aye”
John Falk                                   “Nay”
Mike Moran                              “Aye”
Laura Switzer                            “Aye”
Jon Emert                                  “Aye”
Brad Weitekamp                       “Aye”


	FENCE CODE REVIEW

	The ARB members analyzed the current zoning code that pertains to fences and determined that some elements needed to be updated and clarified. The highlights of these updates include: 
· Prohibition of new chain link fences.
· Removal of concrete from list of allowed masonry fence material.
· Add the term “engineered wood product” to the list of allowed building materials to provide for composite wood products.
· Add to the regulations that “Any fence comprised of non-approved materials shall require a variance from the Plan Commission.” 

The members agreed that with the provided general direction to Mr. Johnson, he can draft updates the zoning code and sends major changes to the ARB to approve. 
The ARB members recommended approval of the zoning code updates to the Board of Aldermen. 


	MISCELLANEOUS

	Mr. Johnson explained that the City will be hosting an open house for the Comprehensive Plan update in early December provided that the Board of Aldermen grants approval.


	ADJOURN
	Ms. Moran motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Weitekamp and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 7:12 p.m.
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